
June 18, 2001 1344 2001–25  I.R.B.

New Alternatives for Defined
Benefit Master and Prototype
and Volume Submitter Plans

Announcement 2001–63

Rev. Rul. 98–1, 1998–1 C.B. 249, pro-
vides guidance concerning changes to
§ 415 of the Internal Revenue Code that
were made by the Uruguay Round Agree-
ments Act, which included the Retirement
Protection Act of 1994, and by the Small
Business Job Protection Act of 1996.
Section 415 limits the contributions and
benefits under qualified pension, profit-
sharing, etc., plans.  Q&A-12 of Rev. Rul.
98–1 provides that a defined benefit plan
may provide that changes to
§ 415(b)(2)(E) do not apply to benefits
accrued before a certain date, which is re-
ferred to here as the “RPA ’94 Freeze
Date.”  In addition, the pre-RPA ’94
Freeze Date accrued benefits are referred
to as “old-law benefits.”  Q&A–14 of
Rev. Rul. 98–1 contains three methods for
applying the limitations in § 415(b) in a
defined benefit plan that does not apply
the changes to § 415(b)(2)(E) to old-law
benefits.  (How and when the RPA ’94
Freeze Date and a participant’s old-law
benefit are determined are described in
Q&A–13 of Rev. Rul. 98–1.)  

Previously, the Master and Prototype
program and the volume submitter pro-
gram have permitted only one of the three
methods (Method 2) described in
Q&A–14 of Rev. Rul. 98–1.  These pro-
grams also have required the RPA ’94
Freeze Date to be the same date as the
plan’s § 417(e) effective date (i.e., the
plan’s date as of which the RPA ’94
changes to § 417(e)(3) apply).  However,
commentators have requested the use of
all three methods in these programs.
They have also requested the use of dif-
ferent dates for the plan’s RPA ’94 Freeze

Date and the plan’s § 417(e) effective
date.

The Service is now allowing the use of
all three methods and the use of different
dates for the plan’s RPA ’94 Freeze Date
and the plan’s § 417(e) effective date.
The Service has revised Item #40 (Section
415 Limitation on Benefits) of the Febru-
ary 2000, version of the Defined Benefit
Listing of Required Modifications and In-
formation Package (the “DB LRM”) to
include all three methods described in
Q&A–14 of Rev. Rul. 98–1 and the use of
different dates for the plan’s RPA ’94
Freeze Date and the plan’s § 417(e) effec-
tive date.  The Service is accepting these
revisions in requests for opinion letters
for master and prototype plans and advi-
sory letters for volume submitter speci-
men plans. 

The revisions to DB LRM Item #40 are
posted to the Employee Plans Internet ad-
dress at www.irs.gov/ep. In addition, a
paper copy of those revisions to the DB
LRM may be obtained by writing to the In-
ternal Revenue Service at EP Rulings and
Agreements, Att’n: T:EP:RA:ICU, 1111
Constitution Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C.
20024 or by sending a fax to EP Rulings
and Agreements, Taxpayer Request, Att’n:
Ms. Nancy Arrington, 202-283-9554. 

training sessions on filing Forms 1042–S,
1098, 1099, 5498, W-2G, W-2, and re-
lated issues.

IRS Nationwide Tax Forums
Six three-day Nationwide Tax Forums

offer employers/payers detailed sessions
on a wide variety of year-end wage and
tax filing topics such as:

Electronic filing
Backup withholding and IRP penalties
Form 1042-S filing
Form W-2 filing

There is a nominal fee to attend a forum.
For more information, contact the
IRS/MCC IRP Call Site at 304-263-8700
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., EST,
Monday through Friday or E-Mail: 
mccirp@irs.gov.  The dates and locations
are as follows:

Location Date
Philadelphia, PA July 10-12
Ft. Lauderdale, FL July 24-26
Dallas, TX August 14-16
Atlanta, GA August 21-23
Cleveland, OH September 4-6
Las Vegas, NV September 18-20

IRS/SSA Information Reporting Program
Seminars

Six IRP seminars for employers/payers
will be offered in one-day sessions, free
of charge.  The morning session is similar
in content to the Nationwide Tax Forums,
but is condensed into a one-half day for-
mat.  The afternoon session will be di-
rected toward software vendors that
would like more information about elec-
tronic filing with IRS and SSA.

Following is a schedule of seminar
sites and dates, as well as telephone num-
bers of the IRS office closest to the sites.
Please call the appropriate office for the
exact location and time or E-Mail: 
mccirp@irs.gov.

Part IV. Items of General Interest

Location Date Phone FAX
Frederick, MD July 17 304-263-8700 304-264-5602
New York City August 21 212-436-1039 212-436-1046
Denver, CO September 5 303-446-1412 303-446-1387
Raleigh/Durham September 6 304-263-8700 304-264-5602
Oakland, CA September 11 510-637-2193 510-637-2413
Seattle, WA September 13 206-220-5300 206-220-4391


