
Extended Time for Use of the
Revised Form W-9

Announcement 2001–15

Purpose

This is to advise persons required to file
information returns of the availability and
required use of Form W-9, Request for
Taxpayer Identification Number and
Certification (Rev. December, 2000).  In
response to payor concerns about imple-

menting the new certification require-
ments, the use of revised Form W-9 is
optional until July 1, 2001.

Certification of U.S. Status

The major change to the form is that
under Part III, Certification, a payee must
now certify that he or she is a U.S. person
(including a U.S. resident alien).  Payors
must use the revised Form W-9 for all new
solicitations after June 30, 2001.

Foreign Payees

A foreign person may not use Form W-
9 to furnish his or her taxpayer identifica-
tion number to the payor after December
31, 2000.  Instead, foreign payees must
use the appropriate Form W-8.  

separate elections for any subdivision,
subsidiary, or business enterprise whol-
ly owned by it.  

The new law also includes a transition
rule that may eliminate an Indian tribal
government’s obligation to pay FUTA
taxes for certain services rendered during
2000, but before December 21, of that
year.   Under the transition rule, an
Indian tribal government has no FUTA
tax liability for services performed by its
employees if the following conditions
are satisfied: (1) the service was per-
formed before December 21, 2000; (2)
the tax imposed under FUTA was not
paid; and (3) the Indian tribal govern-
ment reimburses a State unemployment
fund for unemployment benefits actually
paid for services performed before
December 21, 2000.

The due date for Form 940, for ser-
vices rendered in 2000, is January 31,
2001, and  FUTA taxes deposited during
2000, generally are deemed not paid
until that date.  Therefore, FUTA tax
deposits for services performed from
January 1, 2000, through December 20,
2000, were not paid by December 21,
2000, and are therefore not considered
paid for purposes of the transition rule.
Note, however, that FUTA tax liability
paid before the enactment of the
Community Renewal Tax Relief Act of
2000 (i.e., for years before 2000), may
not be refunded under the terms of the
law.  Therefore, the transition rule
options described in this announcement
apply to Form 940 only for year 2000.

Because this law was enacted in
December of 2000, many Indian tribal
governments may not have had time to
consider the options available and may
not know how they plan to proceed by
January 31, 2001, under this new law.
Furthermore, the State governments have
not yet had time to establish procedures
for the reimbursement of the State unem-
ployment funds. 

Indian tribal governments may use one
of the following options in filing Form
940 for 2000:

OPTION 1

If the Indian tribal government knows
before January 31, 2001, that it wishes to
use the transition rule for all of its 2000
FUTA liabilities and will satisfy the terms
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